Luke 9

Since the call of the first disciples in Chapteeflesus has been training his

followers. In Chapter nine he sends the Twelvéheir first missionary

assignment. He sends them with more that an ameowsnt. He shares his power and authority
with them. In so doing, Jesus multiplies himsglftwelve. Likewise, Jesus knows that his time is
limited. He will be traveling to Jerusalem whehe tross awaits him.

MULTIPLICATION OF MISSIONARIES:  Luke 9:1-6. The twelve are sent.
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Begin each reflection day in prayer: (Suggested prayer)

Loving God, you sent us your only Son, Jesus.

He came to proclaim your Reign and make it pref@ough his death and resurrection.
Send us the Holy Spirit to embrace Jesus and Yogdém.

Strengthen us as his followers today and every dayen.

DAY 1: (Read Luke 9: 1-6)Multiplication of missionaries:

Take a moment. Read the passage of the day. Breathe.deeply
1. How did Jesus multiply himself by 12 in this pasgge?

2. Why do you think Jesus commanded the Twelve to carry otihe mission as described in vss. 9:3-5?

3. What does Jesus want you to have or take to participaie his mission?

??



Luke 9
As Jesus was sent by the Father’ missionary (see Lk
4:18-21) he now empowers his apostles to partieipat
in that mission. He sends them to proclaim thegRei
of God and heal the afflicted. He sends them teroth
villages and towns. He not only sends them in his
name he gives them the power and authority tolifulfi
this first commission.

Jesus’ instructions for mission: LK. 9:3-5.

He instructs them to travel light, move quicklyacé

out to many, accept the hospitality and generaxity
others and waste little time with those who are not
ready to receive the goods news of the Reign of. God
The mission and the message are urgent. The twelve
will have a successful first assignment. Lk 9:6.

“Shake the dust from your feet.Lk. 9:5.
Jews shook the dust of Gentile cities from thest before returning to their land.
Gentiles dust would have defiled the ritually cléand of Israel.
Jesus applies this practice not to those who arsicered unclean but to those who will not recei
his followers and their proclamation of the ReigrGmd.

THE MISSION MULTIPLIES DANGER: Luke 9:7-9. Herod hears of Jesus.

Herod who beheaded John the Baptist is informedtabesus and the apostles. No good would
come of his curiosity. Jesus’ destiny is in Jelersanot in Herod'’s territory of Galilee. Itis no
longer safe or wise to remain in Galilee.

As soon as the apostles returned from their suftdesssignment, Jesus took them to Bethsaida.
Bethsaida was the territory governed by PhilipTeé&arch. Jesus never returned to Galilee.
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Luke 9

1. What was Jesus speaking to the crowds about?

2. What did Jesus asks his apostles to do for the crowd?

3. The disciples had taken no provisions for food or shettigheir first assignment (9:3), but their needs had
been met.What should the apostles have learned from their experience?

JESUS MULTIPLIES THE LOAVES: Luke 9:10-17.

Having fulfilled their first mission assignment as
Jesus’ ambassadors and heralds, Jesus takes the
apostles across the lake to rest and reflect.thgut
crowds follow. Jesus postpones his disciplesfoest
one more day to teach them and the crowds some
important lessons.

Lesson 1.“Give them something to eat
yourselves.” Lk 9:13.
The crowds and their many needs aroused the
concern of the Twelve. They approached Jesus
imploring him the send the crowds away. The
twelve won't get off so easily. They are Jesus’
representatives. They are called to assume Jesus’
concern and responsibility for the crowd.
Likewise, they have not yet learned that Jesus
provides. On their first mission assignment they
took no provisions for food nor shelter. Yet their
needs were met. Jesus will teach that togethgr the
will meet the needs of a vast crowd. He is preyatihem for their mission that will begin fully at
Pentecost.

Lesson 2. The Messianic Banquet.

The multiplication of the loaves is the only mia¢bther than the resurrection) that is recorded in
all four Gospels. lItis indeed a symbol of the sisic banquet proclaimed by the prophets in the
Old Testament. In the messianic banquet God wgatker together the redeemed to celebrate an
abundant and liberated life in the New Israelthis miracle the messianic banquet is clearly
present. All were fed in abundance by Jesus amtittblve. They are called to participate in the
New Israel that will be inaugurated through Jegassion, death and resurrection.
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Luke 9

Lesson 3. The Eucharist.

The miracle of the loaves is a prophetic sigrhefliread that would one day be blessed and
transformed by the apostles to become the BodyhoEC The crowd in Galilee was fed by loaves
and fish. The world would be fed the Bread of Lifehe apostles who are empowered to participate
in the mission of Jesus will feed the new Isra¢hvie Bread of Life.
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DAY 3: (Read Luke 9:18-22). Take up the cross.
1. What aspect of being the Messiah does Jesus waig disciples to clearly understand?

2. What does Jesus’ mission call his followers to do?

3. Think of one or two specific ways to deny yourself andike up the cross daily.

King Herod had asked the question, “Who is this mout whom | hear all these
reports.” (Lk 9:9). The multiplication of the loas and fish dramatically addresses this
guestion. Peter verbally proclaims the answer.

The crowds have gone and Jesus is once againwaltinthe Twelve. He asks them a

vital and pivotal questiorfAnd you, who do you say that | am?Their answer will

provide a foundation for Jesus to entrust them Wwishmission. Peter as leader, responds for the
Twelve,“The Messiah of God."The answer reveals that much progress has beenimtude
apostles formation. They have made a major stépeiin journey of faith in Jesus. The next step
will be much more difficult for them to grasp arir faith to accept.

Messiah of God.(Lk. 9:21).The Lord’s Messiah.
The word Messiah in Greek, CHRISTOS. It meamsitivinted one.
The word Lord in Greek, KYRIOS. It is an accedpteme for God
without using God'’s formal name. In the Actshef Apostles 2:36
Jesus will be proclaimed Lord and Messiah.
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Luke 9

Son of Man. Lk 9:22.

This is Jesus’ most common title for himself. &nigl 7:13-14 the Son of Man is
pictured as a heavenly figure who in the end timestrusted by God with authority, glory an
sovereign power. In Ezekiel 3 3:2 God calls theppret ‘son of man.” The title presents one ps
chosen from humanity to reach God’s pedplword and deed. The title presents Jesus as the
one given by God yet fully human who representsahitgnbefore God.

o

Jesus first announcement of his passion. Lk 9:22.
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Jesus will make this announcement three timesh Eae the apostles will ignore it, misunderstand
it or deny it. Until this moment, the Son of Man was solely idiedi with power and glory. Jesus
reveals the other side of the Messiah’s missiauffeeng and death. This is also the first timatth
Jesus identifies himself with the title, Son of Man

As Messiah, Jesus was the anointed King. The kinigrael’ history
was the representative and embodiment of the peopk the King so
the people. King David was the model of this. Bavid defeated
Goliath so the nation of Israel was victorious. Pa&vid mourned for his
sins so the nation mourned for their sins. All vidbentify with Jesus are
members of the Kingdom of God. They must go thg wfatheir king.
They share in his power as well as his redemptiNkegng. This will be
difficult for the many to accept. The apostlesl wdt fully accept it until
Pentecost.
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Jesus has announced his next steps - the crosseaudection. As Jesus
embraces the vocation of suffering for the Reigisofl so must his followers.
The conditions for being a disciple of Jesus caly twe fully grasped in its
relation to living for the Reign of God. It issies’ life that will bring him to

the cross.

His life is a two fold relationship; his solidaritwith the Father and his

solidarity with God’s people, especially sinneihe Father has anointed Jesus
to begin the Reign of God. He is the Messiah wilbsuffer for God’s people
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Luke 9
and lead them into glory. It is a reign for all @ people with a preference for the poor and
oppressed. Chapter 9 links the believer to Chapt&he mission of JesusThe spirit of the Lord is
upon me; therefore he has anointed me. He hasnsertb bring glad tidings to the poor, to procldiberty to
the captives, recovery of sight to the blind ankkase to prisoners. To announce a year of favomfithe
Lord.”

Jesus clearly tells invites his disciples to pgvate fully in the Kingdom. They are called to piog
Kingdom first. To do this they must deny their oself-centered purposes for living. They are
called to take up the cross daily. To do this theyst embrace Jesus and all he lives for. Likasles
this will bring them suffering. They are calledfmlow in Jesus’ footsteps. To do this they must
put into action their faith and live as Jesus.

This reveals a powerful mystery of Jesus’ love litg disciples. He invites them into his own
redemptive suffering and death. He calls thenotapete identification with him in order that they
can share fully in his glory.

GREAT WITNESSES TO JESUS ARE MULTIPLIED AND JESUS IS MAGNIFIED.
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Luke 9
DAY 4: (Read Luke 9:28-36)The glory on the mountain top.
1. What does this event with Moses and Elijah preserand the Father speaking say to you
about
Jesus?

2. The Father gave witness to Jesus on the mountgi@:35). What was the Father trying
to tell the disciples?

3. Can you recall a moment in your life when you teso strongly the presence of God?
What was it like? What did it prepare you
for?

4.

MOSES AND ELIJAH:
Both men were central leaders that God sentite and guide his people.
Both were regarded as powerful figures who wagddear at the end to the age.
Both had transforming encounters with God.
Moses encountered God at the burning shrub (Ex8dt+10) and at the gifting
of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 33:18-23).

Elijah encounters God on the mountain while beingtéd down by Queen
Jezabel, (1 Kings 19:9-14).

The law required two witnesses to certify trutho9ds and Elijah are Jesus’ witnesses.
Moses the lawgiver represents the Law to JesugahEEpresents the prophets to Jesus.
Jesus will fulfill both their missions. He will ibe fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.
He is more than another Moses. He is more tharhanprophet. He is greater than both.

Eight days after Jesus announced his destiny afrthes and resurrection he ascended a mountain
with Peter, James and John. Jesus enters intestgaayer. He is fully and totally one with the
Father. So much is he united with the Fatherekatything about him is brilliant and majestic.
Jesus is preparing for his last earthly journew isHpreparing to go to Jerusalem.

In the midst of such a powerful moment two of theagest Old Testament figures appear and
converse with Jesus. They are preparing Jesusd@assage into the Passion. They are Moses and
Elijah.

The Father: The greatest witness to Jesus.

Yet the encouragement and witness of Moses anahBbi@le in comparison to the presence and
witness of the Father towards Jesus. “This is oy, &y beloved. Listen to him.”
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Luke 9
FAILURES OF THE DISCIPLES.

When Jesus came down from the mountain as thdigtbone, the apostles begin to show smallness
of faith, understanding and dedication. Luke pnéséve incidents of their shallowness.

1. Lack of faith. The possessed boy. Lk. 9:37-43.

As Jesus was clearly covered in glory, the apobéesme shrouded in confusion and doubt. They
have encountered forces of evil that they cannlatise. On their mission assignment they came
back rejoicing that even the demons were submigeitteem. Their faith is shaky. It has not
reached with deep roots yet.

2. Lack of understanding.The second prediction of the passion. Lk. 9:44-46.
Jesus even calls on them to pay close attentibistawords. They do not understand it at all. They
become fearful. They won't even ask Jesus forfatation.

3. Self-seekingLk. 9:46-48.

The apostles completely ignore Jesus’ second ameowent of his impending suffering.
Instead they are centered on their own selvesrapdrtance. Jesus
places a child in front of them to teach them altoie greatness.

4. Intolerance. Lk 9:49-50.

The apostles could not accepts that someone beabigi®selves
could call upon the name of Jesus and his powet.oNly that,
they themselves were found wanting in trying toreise the demon
possessed boy. Instead of seeing the good thertsotrere doing
they conceived a threat to their status and pwosés true disciples.

5. Vengeance.Lk 9:51-56. The Samaritan town.

After it has become clear that Jesus has set hit teego to
Jerusalem and surrender to the cross the apostléses minds on
prestige and even abuse of power. They are reacglitdown
destruction on the Samaritans. Instead, Jesusrsgfon the cross
will render forgiveness to his tormentors and muede

THE JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM: Luke 9:51--19:44.
This central section of Luke’s Gospells the story of the journey from Galilee to Jeiem.

Jesus freely accepts this journey towards suffeforghrough it he will enter into glory. Alongé
way he teaches his disciples of every generationtaihe Kingdom of God, the resurrection, and the
second coming. He also clarifies what is expeotezhe who wishes to be his follower.
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Luke 9
The journey is linked from its very beginnings t® gioal; the saving events of the passion, death,
and resurrection. All along the journey Jesusiggiorms, sends and evaluates his disciples $o tha
they will become his missionaries.

Expectations of an apostlelL uke 9:57-62.

To be an apostle is to give ones life for the ReifGod.

Luke now gives three illustrations in which Jesogpbasizes what is
required of his followers. One must have stamimé @ersevere beyond
moments of enthusiasm. One’s security must be daot&od’s
providence and not worldly measures. One must Kesipsights on the
Reign of God and not on the past. They must putsugh a whole
hearted relationship with God.

FATHER JUDGE: “Every Catholic a missionary.”

“The hope of our generation lies with the faithfulll great
movements come out of the laity; to them we loo&dopriests, for
our consecrated ones in every department of Catloblarity. The
supreme question, then, is how to get from everik-aalay Catholic
a sense of responsibility for his neighbor. Ihécessary to make
each of them realize that indeed he is his brothkeeper. To arouse
the interest of the laity is the duty of every sri@nd religious no
matter in what particular work they are engagedntilthis is done,
it seems to me, we are only beginning. Any progfahignores the
responsibilities of the general body of faithfulhtigssionary activity
and the tremendous power for good on the man anmmamdn
ordinary walks of life, is but theorizing and spktion. We are but
writing in the sand.

How can we effect that every Catholic, no mattexivat
circumstances they may be, will be a missionarfythis can be
effected, vexing problems will be solved. Thatrd#meedy may be in proportion to the need, a questio
supremely important should be agitated. | plagse tfuestion before you. | ask you to keep it with. What
can | do to make every Catholic a missionar.y”
Fr. Judge. Address to the National Conference of &holic Charities. 1923
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